
Writing a Book Review 
 

 
1 Read the following book review. 

 

 
 

  I enjoyed reading Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury. It 

 is set in the near future. It is about a time when the government 

 has made it illegal for people to read books. I liked the book 

 because it was believable, it had an interesting main character, 

 and the ending was suspenseful.  

  Even though the story is a fantasy, it is easy to believe  

 that it could happen. In the book, the United States is ruled by a  

 dictatorship. The government does not want people to think for  

 themselves – that’s why books have been made illegal. I think a  

 government might do this to keep people from having ideas of  

 their own. 

Guy Montag, the main character, is a fireman. His job is  

 to burn books wherever they are found. He feels guilty about his 

 job. After a while, he becomes a rebel. He joins a group of  

 people who are trying to keep books from being destroyed. 

  The ending is suspenseful. The government has found  

 out about Montag and is ready to get rid of him. He becomes the  

 victim of a manhunt. The suspense comes from wondering  

 whether he will escape and join the book-lovers. 

   Fahrenheit 451 is an exciting story. It also made me  

 think about politics and government. I’m usually not interested  

 in subjects like those. I recommend this book to anyone who  

 likes a fast-moving story. 

 

 

 
(224 words) 

 

 

 

 

2 Write the layout of the review from exercise 1.  

 
Par. 1 –   
 

 

 

Par. 2 – 
 

 

 

Par. 3 – 
 

 

 

Par. 4 – 
 

 

 

Par. 5 – 
 

 

 

 

3 Now read another review of a book. 
  

 

   I once read a book called ‘The Collector’. It’s about a man who  

 kidnaps a girl, and she eventually dies. It’s quite a horrible story, but I  

  liked it. Ferdinand Clegg is very inhibited with women, he doesn’t  know 

  how to talk to them, so he kidnaps a girl he’s seen in the town. He keeps  

 her in a cottage and takes her photograph. In the end she dies but he didn’t  

 kill her. It was written by John Fowles. I liked it very much. 

 

 

Compare the two reviews – their organisation and the way they present points. Take 

notes: 
 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 



 I have … 

☺  divided the review into 4 paragraphs  

☺  used present tense to tell the plot  

☺  not given away the ending of the plot  

☺  balanced the 2 main paragraphs well  

☺  used a range of topic vocabulary   

☺  written 230-250 words  

 

4 Complete this general body of a review. 

 

     

     par. 1 – opening paragraph (cca …… sentences) 

 

 

 

 

     par. 2     – main paragraphs (cca …… sentences each) 

              

          

 

 

 

     par. 3 

 

 

 

 

 

     par. 4 

 

 

 

 

     par. 5 – closing paragraph (cca …… sentences) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

5  Trying It Out 

1  Decide what book you want to write about.    

2  Decide whether you liked or disliked it. Then make a list of the things you  

  liked/disliked. You don’t have to use complete sentences – just make sure you know  

  what you mean. 

3  Decide which things from the list you want to write about. Use the list to plan your  

  review. 

4  Write your opening paragraph. Then write a separate paragraph about each topic  

  which you chose in 3. Finish by a closing paragraph. 

5  When you have finished, proofread your report. Look for spelling, grammar or  

  vocabulary mistakes. Check to see that each paragraph says what it is supposed to  

  say. You should have at least four paragraphs, but you may have more.  

 

6  Tips 

*  Make each paragraph about one separate topic!  

    It is good to express the central idea in a topic sentence (usually the first  sentence of the 

  paragraph.) 

*  Remember the reader! It must be easy for your reader to follow your essay. 

*  Don’t translate your ideas from Czech! Express them in English. 

*  Tell the plot of a story in the present simple tense. 

*  Never use it/he/she/… at the beginning of a paragraph. Be concrete (The book/Ferdinand..)   

   AND whenever you use a pesonal pronoun, check if it is clear what/who it refers to! 

*  Don’t start a sentence with And …, Because…, But …, For example …; don’t end sentences 

with  etc./and so on.  

*  Don’t use informal language – use it is rather than it’s, he would rather than he’d, …  

 

 

7  Writing assignment 

Write a review of the book you have read in 230-250 words. In your review: 

► in paragraph 1, introduce the book and the author, and your general opinion of the book. 

► in paragraph 2, outline the plot of the book briefly and introduce the main characters. Do 

not give away the ending!! 

► in paragraph 3(-4), discuss in detail two aspects of the book that you (dis)liked or that you 

find worth mentioning.  

  MAKE SURE YOUR 3RD PARAGRAPH IS NOT SHORTER THAN PARAGRAPH 2!    

► in paragraph 4(par. 5, if you used two paragraphs in the previous bullet point), summarize 

your opinion of the book and say to whom you would recommend it.  

Write the total number of words; double space the text; leave a 2,5-to-3-cm margin.  

Hand in your review by Friday January 5 – but  earlier submission is welcome! ☺   
 

 

Checklist ���� 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


