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MODAL VERBS – SPECULATING, MAKING DEDUCTIONS     

I SPECULATING ABOUT PRESENT AND FUTURE   

 He must be English. ~  

 He may/might/could be English.  ~ 

 He can’t be English. ~ 

Express these sentences using must/may/might/can’t + infinitive.   

1 He is definitely ill. → He must .. 

2 I’m sure Ian won’t win this race. → Ian 

3 Perhaps I’ll see him tomorrow. → I 

4 It’s possible that Mary won’t know the answer. → Mary 

5 Mark definitely won’t pass the test, he hasn’t prepared for it. → Mark 

6 She’s certainly on a diet now – she’s lost some weight. → She 

7 8 It’s possible that the new boss will not be satisfied with John’s work. → The new boss 

8 I don’t know – maybe George will try to phone Mr Beckett later. → George 

9 Shirley doesn’t take the maturita in history, it’s impossible! → Shirley 

II SPECULATING ABOUT PAST AND PRESENT/FUTURE  

                           NOW 

Ken can’t ____________________ the film he saw with Jake. Ken can’t LIKE the film he’s going to see tomorrow. 

Sue may   ____________________ the conference last week. Sue may NOT ARRRIVE for the conference next week. 

 might  might 

They must ___________________ exhausted after the training. They must BE exhausted now, after the race. 

Judy may _________________________ when you called. Judy may BE SLEEPING now. 

        

                                 

 MUST 

  ____________ 

    about ____________ events ____________  about _________________ events 

  + PERFECT INFINITIVE _____________ + PRESENT INFINITIVE 
  

 have done   _____________ do 

  have been doing  _____________ be doing   
 

 

1 Complete the second sentence so it has a similar meaning to the first sentence, using must, may/might or can’t. 

a)         

 

       

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



b) 
1  Surely there’s some explanation. → There must ____________________________________________________________ 

2  Surely there was some explanation. → There must __________________________________________________________ 

3  Perhaps they’ll arrive tomorrow. → They may _____________________________________________________________ 

4  Perhaps they arrived on time. → They may ________________________________________________________________ 

5  I’m sure you don’t mean it. → You can’t __________________________________________________________________ 

6  I’m quite sure Tom didn’t mean it. → Tom can’t ___________________________________________________________ 

7  She was obviously driving too fast. → She must ____________________________________________________________ 

8  I’m sure you are surprised. → You must __________________________________________________________________ 

9  It’s possible that they robbed the bank. → They ____________________________________________________________ 

10 Julia didn’t enjoy the show much, I’m sure. → Julia ________________________________________________________ 

l1 Maybe the manager will step down. → The manager ________________________________________________________ 

 

2  Now complete the following sentences using must, may/might or can’t. 

1  ________________________________________________________________ – you haven’t slept for 24 hours. 

2  Their phone is engaged, so ____________________________________________________________________________ 

3  _________________________________________________________________ because her passport’s still in the drawer. 

4  If they don’t answer the door, try the back window – _______________________________________________________ 

5  His fingerprints aren’t on the gun, so ____________________________________________________________________ 

6  I’ve been calling their number for two months but in vain – __________________________________________________ 

 

3  Complete the sentences by using must and one of the phrases in the box. Be sure to put the verb in the correct form. 

    be very complicated     be married     be really angry     be rich     like animals     look for something     oversleep     sleep  
 

1  Mary has four cats and a dog. She must like animals. 

2  Patty refused to talk to me for over two weeks. She _________________________________________________________ 

3  Where’s David? He’s already 15 minutes late. He __________________________________________________________ 

4  Tom’s on his hands and knees. He ______________________________________________________________________ 

5  Why is the doctor still at the hospital? The operation ________________________________________________________ 

6  The teacher is wearing a wedding ring. She _______________________________________________________________ 

7  When Ted Simons died, his son inherited a Rolls Royce, three houses and two yachts. He __________________________  

8  Alice’s bedroom door is shut, and all the lights are out. She __________________________________________________ 

 

4 Work in pairs. What can you deduce from the following situations? 

 

Situation Deduction 

Example: Tom’s on his hands and knees.  He must be looking for something. 

 He might have dropped a contact lens.  

 

a) The neighbours are making a lot of noise. 

 

 

 

b) It’s the beginning of your lesson, and your teacher 

    isn’t here. 

 

c) Peter’s phone bill is enormous. 
 

d) John’s lost a lot of weight recently. 
 


